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Athenaze, like many Latin texts currently in use, offers a reading-based
approach combined with a strong grammar component and incorporation of
cultural material. The textbook has 16 chapters -each consisting of GreekEnglish vocabulary, a story in Greek, word-building. grammar, and exercises
including Greek to English and English to Greek Some chapters also have a
shorter follow-up story that supplements the one at the beginning. The chapters
end with a short Greek selection taken directly from a well-known author such as
Callimachus, Menander, Anacreon, Sophocles, Archilochus, and Sappho to name
a few. These are followed by New Testament Greek passages from Luke and John.
At Boston Latin Academy the first week or so is devoted to the Greek
alphabet, pronunciation, breathings, diphthongs, iota subscript, paired, double
and aspirated consonants, punctuation, accents, transliteration, and writing Greek
letters. The students practice the Greek names of the Twelve Olympians, the Nine
Muses, the Three Graces, and the Three Fates. For quick reference, two large
charts of the Greek alphabet are posted in the front and back of the classroom.
Athenaze also has a date chart highlighting the major events in Greek history
from the Late Bronze Age (ca. 1600 BC) through the Peloponnesian War and the
surrender of Athens in 404 BC.
Chapter 1 of Athenaze begins with the story (in Greek) of an Athenian
farmer named Dicaeopolis and his family who live in Cholleidae, a village or
deme north of Athens. The events are fictitious, but they are set in a definite
historical context- autumn 432 BC to spring 431 BC. The Athenian democracy,
led by Pericles, is at its height; the Athenians rule the seas and control an empire,
but their power has aroused the fears and jealousy of Sparta and her allies in
the Peloponnesus, especially Corinth. By the spring of 431, Athens and the
Peloponnesian League are engaged in the war that leads, 27 years later, to the
defeat and downfall of Athens. Much of the Greek has been simplified to serve
the instructional purposes of the text. However, most of the subplots are based
on the writings of Homer, Herodotus, and Thucydides. The readings in the early
chapters are simple in content and grammatical structure so that, equipped with
knowledge of the vocabulary given before the reading passage and with help
from the glosses beneath each paragraph, students can read and understand
the Greek before studying the formal presentation of the grammar that usually
incorporates examples from the Greek passage. There are exercises of various
sorts to help consolidate the students' understanding of the grammar and to give
them skill in manipulating the new forms and structures of the language as they
learn them.
Each chapter ends with an essay in English that contains the highlights
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of a subject relevant to ancient Greek history, culture, and myth. 5 The Greek
storyline in the chapters moves from Dicaeopolis and his family living and
working in the country to their trip to the city of Athens. 6
A brief look at Chapter 6, entitled O MY0OL, about Theseus and the
Minotaur, pp. 72-83 of Athenaze, would be useful at this point. The picture
with caption in Greek reveals that "Theseus and his companions arrive at
Crete." The chapter vocabulary is keyed to the story (28 lines of Greek) and
also introduces some of the proper names that appear in it (such as Athens,
Aegeus, Ariadne, Theseus, Knossos, Crete, Minos, and Minotaur). The first
paragraph (lines 1-6) reveals that Minos is king of the island of Crete and the
labyrinth is in his palace. The man-eating Minotaur lives there and Minos
compels 14 Athenian youths and maidens to be fed yearly to the beast. The
second paragraph (lines 7-12) explains that the Athenian king Aegeus has a
son named Theseus who pities his friends and wants to save them. He begs
Aegeus to send him to Crete with them. The third paragraph (lines 13-17)
reveals that Theseus and his companions sail to Crete and are met by the king,
queen, and their daughter Ariadne who escort them to Knossos where the
Athenian guests await their fate in prison. The fourth paragraph (lines 18-28)
indicates that Ariadne falls in love with Theseus and wants to save him. She
gives him a sword and some thread and cautions him to enter the labyrinth
and slay the Minotaur. She intends to leave Crete and sail to Athens with him.
The grammar section (pp. 74-78) introduces the forms of the contract
verb nMw (to sail), the concept of three voices (active, passive, and middle),
and the conjugation of Mw (to loosen, loose), cp1Mw (to love), and Ttµaw (to
honor) in the middle voice (present indicative, imperative, and infinitive).
This chapter also introduces deponent verbs already familiar to the students
from their previous Latin studies. All Greek translation exercises have verbs in
the active and middle voice for comparison. There are a few English sentences
at the end to translate into Greek. The chaoter ends with a wonderful essay on

5
The essays are: The Athenian Farmer; Slavery; The Deme and the Polis; Women; Gods and Men; Myth; Homer; Athens: An Historical Outline; The City of Athens;
Festivals; Greek Science and Medicine; Trade and Travel; The Rise of Persia; The Rise of
Athens; Aeschylus' Persae (The Persians); and The Athenian Empire.
6
Among the myths and stories in the chapters read in Greek are: Theseus and the
Minotaur on Crete; Theseus and Ariadne; the Cyclops; the Death of Aegeus; Odysseus
and Aeolus; the Panathenaic Festival in Athens; Odysseus and Circe; Odysseus Loses his
Comrades to Scylla and Charybdis; Xerxes Crosses the Hellespont; the Battle of Thermopylae; the Persians Take the Mountain Pass Above Thermopylae; the Battle at Salamis;
the Persians Take Athens; After the Battle at Salamis; and Xerxes Retreats to Asia.
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Myth. 7
Students are expected to complete at least fifteen of the sixteen chapters
of Athenaze in an academic year. Greek meets daily for 47 minutes five times
a week. Students have an opportunity to read aloud sections from the Greek
stories, learn the vocabulary and the grammar, and practice translating from
Greek to English and English to Greek. Every Friday throughout the year, the
students view a film that focuses on ancient Greek culture and civilization.
One such film is "The Greeks: Crucible of Civilization." This 140-minute film
details the rise of the Greeks in the 5th and 4th centuries B.C., discusses their
empire that stretched across the Mediterranean from Asia to Spain, hails the
foundation they laid in modem science, politics, warfare and philosophy, and
illustrates some of the most breathtaking art and architecture the world has
ever seen. This film recounts the rise, glory, demise and legacy of the empire
that marked the dawn of Western civilization. The story of Greek civilization
is told through the lives of heroes of ancient Greece, namely Cleisthenes,
Themistocles, Pericles, and Socrates. Advanced computer technology rebuilds
the Acropolis and its buildings, recreates the Battle of Marathon, and restores
the grandeur of the Academy where Socrates, Plato and Aristotle forged the
foundation of Western thought. Another excellent film is "Greece: Secrets of
the Past," which focuses on archaeological discovery. Offering stunning aerial
photography and captivating views of the Greek islands, the 45-minute film
offers a sweeping archaeological journey back in time, recreates the massive
eruption that blew Santorini sky-high, and restores the Parthenon to its original
state The sn1dents write an analysis of each film from a critic's perspective.8
7
The essay, which begins with an English passage from Hesiod's Works and Days
(lines 42-105), discusses: Prometheus' theft of fire for mankind; the acceptance of Pandora by
Epimetheus and the consequences; the historical myth of Theseus and the Minotaur; the real
meaning of the word Labyrinth (from Labyrinthos, House of the Double Axe). The essay also reveals
that Theseus is said to have accompanied Heracles on an expedition againt the Amazons and that
Hippolyte, queen of the Amazons, bore Theseus a son, Hippolytus, who later was the cause of
much sorrow to Theseus. The essay ends with the myth of Odysseus and the Cyclops (the topic
of Chapter 7), taken from Homer's Odyssey, which illustrates the use of folktale in Greek myth.
It is the story of the little man who outwits a one-eyed man-eating giant, a motif found in the
folktales of other cultures.
8
The other films on Greek themes shown over the course of a year are: Sophocles' Antigone, with Irene Papas (82 minutes), in Greek with English subtitles; Euripides' The Trojan Women,
with Genevieve Bujold, Katherine Hepburn, Vanessa Redgrave, and Irene Papas (105 minutes),
in English; Euripides' Iphigenia, with Irene Papas (129 minutes), in Greek with English subtitles;
Jim Henson's The Storyteller: Greek Myths - Daedalus and Icarus, Orpheus and Eurydice, Perseus
and the Gorgon, Theseus and the Minotaur (95 minutes); The Greek Gods: From Aphrodite to Zeus (50
minutes); Clash of the Gods: Zeus, Heracles, Hades, The Minotaur, Medusa, Beowulf, Tolkien's Monsters,
Thor, Odysseus (7 hours, 50 _minutes total); Troy, with Brad Pitt, Eric Bana, and Orlando Bloom
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Another beginning Ancient Greek text available for Latin teachers already
using the Ecce Romani series is Nina Barclay's Eucleides'World: An Exploratory
Introduction to Ancient Greek to Accompany Ecce Romani. 9 In the acknowledgments
Barclay says that the seeds of Eucleides' World lay in the Ecce Romani series. The
impetus for writing an ancillary exploratory Greek textbook took root at a miniconference on teaching Greek in secondary schools sponsored by Professor Gilbert
Lawall and held in the Summer of 2000. 10 Barclay suggests following seven chapters
behind Ecce. Therefore, teachers could begin Eucleides' World at the first Ecce Review
chapter. Then, for each new Ecce chapter, do a Eucleides' World chapter and review
of its earlier Ecce chapter. This allows for a pace where students encounter only the
Greek alphabet and some transliteration before midyear. Or teachers could begin
EW as a break after Christmas Vacation and do EW Chapters 1-6 in a row before
reviewing the first semester's Latin. Then, in the second semester, they can begin a
chapter of EW each week. Teachers may also begin EW during Foreign Language
week and set a goal of reaching Review 2 by the end of Latin 1.11
Although Barclay has used Eucleides' World successfully at Norwich
Academy along with Ecce Romani, Athenaze is preferred at Boston Latin Academy for
several reasons. Greek 1 can be taught as an uninterrupted full-year course elected
by upper-school students who have already studied four years of Latin. Boston
Latin Academy has been using Latin for Americans successfully for many years and
the Latin teachers prefer its grammar-based approach. Furthermore, Athenaze has a
strong grammar component that dovetails nicely with Latin for Americans. Both texts
therefore will be maintained for the foreseeable future at Boston Latin Academy.
Students at Boston Latin Academy have twice traveled to Greece to view the
sites and monuments they study in the classical curriculum offered at the school,
and there is no better way to introduce students to ancient Greek language and
culture than through the engaging and excellently produced Athenaze text.

(162 minutes); Alexander, with Colin Farrell, Angelina Jolie, Val Kilmer, and Anthony Hopkins
(167) minutes; Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief with Pierce Brosnan, Kevin
McKidd, and Uma Thurman (118 minutes).
9
Barclay taught Greek at Norwich Free Academy, Norwich, CT. Eucleides' World was
published in 2002 by the Classical Association of New England and is available through CANE
Instructional Materials, Resources for Latin Teachers and Classics Professors, Sponsored by the
Classical Association of New England (CANE).
10
Barclay, Acknowledgments.
11
Barclay, Some Possible Facings for Eucleides' World. See also the Introduction on The
Greek Language, p. 1.
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